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Environmental
management plans
for public review

Environmental management plans for the
Southern Suburbs Railway are available
for public review until 4 January 2005.

The plans include:

» Construction Environmental Manage-
ment Plan — Perth to Mandurah
(Package A)

* Visual Amenity, Rehabilitation and
Landscape Management Plan

* Fauna Management Plan

* Wetlands, Hydrology and Drainage
Management Plan

* Bushland Access Management Plan

The review period enables key
stakeholders and community members
to have direct input into the
environmental planning process.

To access the plans go to
www.newmetrorail.wa.gov.au or
contact Colin Stedman on 9326 2541.

Grass trees saved for rail landscaping

Excavator operator Ray Poole, Contracts Coordinator Bevan Curley and Supervisor Boots Kilroy with the grass trees
saved for rail landscaping

Thousands of grass trees and zamia
palms removed from the rail
alignment in the Rockingham area
are being saved for use in
landscaping and rehabilitation
works.
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Some trees have already been replanted
directly into City of Rockingham heritage
areas but the majority are being
transplanted to a holding property at
Karnup.
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Consultant Greg Hill from GHEMS
Revegetation Environmental Services in
Bassendean, said it was the largest
undertaking of its type as far as a
recovery of remnant bushland.

“When we first came on board we had to
come up with a methodology based on
recovery operations undertaken
historically,” he said.

“Time was against us and the schedule of
works had to be done in a very short
time frame.

“The logistics of transplanting 5000 grass
trees and 2000 zamias — plus another
1000 or so to allow for mortality — and
then find the right sort of land to transplant
them to and nurse them for up to a two-
year period, was a big challenge for us.

“There are also dieback considerations to
adhere to.
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“We have an excellent crew working on it
and have applied all of our resources
including 20 tonne excavators and a large
front-end loader loading into a semi-side
tipper”’

At the farm, the workers have trenched
out and replanted the grass trees in ‘tram
line’ trenches.

Farm Supervisor “Boots” Kilroy said that
it was very important to keep the water
up to the transplanted trees.

“When they were first transplanted, they
needed to be watered in well and often,
otherwise they wouldn’t take,” he said.

“After they’re bedded they need flood
irrigation once a week.”

Boots and his team have catalogued the
trees to ensure they all go back to the
same general area they came from.
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Greg said GHEMS was very happy to be
involved in a project of this magnitude
and environmental importance.

“The areas near Dixon Road that we are
recovering from are unique, dense, sweet
spots for grass trees and the whole
operation was a wonderful initiative,” he
said.

“They really did require preserving. Now
we have to look after them and with the
right methodology and appropriate
nutrients and nursing.

“The transplant operation causes the
grass trees to go into shock, however we
have every confidence they will be able to
be moved again successfully.”

Greg said the whole technical process
had been documented and a huge amount
of information had been gained during the
operation.




